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Celebrating the 
Animal Research 
Nexus



Why Animal Research Nexus?

The animal research nexus refers to the interrelations between science, health and animal 

welfare, held together through networks of law, responsibility, trust and care. Together these 

have forged broad social acceptance of laboratory animal research in the UK, so long as animal 

use and suffering are minimized and health outcomes are realized. 

Yet, the recent historical development of these interrelations and the stability of their current 

constitution remain to be fully understood. Moreover, rapid developments in biomedical 

science, transformations across health and society, and changes in policy and regulation are 

raising both new opportunities and challenges.

Davies, G., Gorman, R., Greenhough, B., Hobson-West, P., Kirk, R. G. W., Message, R., Myelnikov, D., Palmer, A., Roe, E., Ashall, V., Crudgington, B., McGlacken, R., Peres, S., & Skidmore, T. (2020). 
Animal research nexus: A new approach to the connections between science, health and animal welfare. Medical Humanities. https://doi.org/10.1136/medhum-2019-011778

https://doi.org/10.1136/medhum-2019-011778






Making 
collaboration 
work…



Generating data



Shaping academic debate



Working with stakeholders



Informing policy and practice



Engaging 
publics



Leaving a legacy



Thank you
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